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1. How did your impressions of Wallace shift as the novel 
progressed? Throughout his journey, what does he 
discover about first impressions?

2. What do Wallace and Hugo need from each other? How 
are they affected by their memories of childhood? What 
forms of healing do they bring to each other as adults?

3. Did you perceive the Manager to be wise or wicked? 
When he gave Wallace one more week (after referring to 
him as a flaw in a system that has previously worked so 
well), how did you expect Wallace to spend those days? 
What would you have wanted to accomplish in that time 
span, under the same circumstances?

4. How does Alan Flynn’s arrival change the atmosphere at 
Charon’s Crossing Tea and Treats? How did you react to 
the fears he raises regarding the aftershocks of an 
unnatural death and the possibility of becoming a Husk?

5. When Mei tells the story of her life, especially her 
mother’s tenacity, what does she reveal about her own 
motivations and inspiration? What makes her well suited 
to her assignments?

6. Discuss the characters’ relationship to clothing. What is 
it like for Wallace to adapt to a different approach to 
covering himself?

7. How do Nelson and Apollo transform the characters? 
What role do they play in helping us realize the presence 
of new pathways for finding our purpose?
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TJ Klune is a Lambda Literary Award–winning 
author (Into This River I Drown) and an ex-claims 
examiner for an insurance company. His novels 
include The House in the Cerulean Sea and The 

Extraordinaries. Being queer himself, TJ believes 
it’s important—now more than ever—to have 

accurate, positive, queer representation in stories.

8. What contradictions does Cameron’s experience raise 
about fate and free will? What does it take to “trust that 
we have you,” even when you’re “unhooked”?

9. Discuss Wallace’s relationship to Naomi. If you were in 
his realm, what would you want to say to someone left 
behind? (P.S. Since you’re not actually in that realm, you 
might be able to go ahead and say those heartfelt things 
to your someone now.)

10. Where does Desdemona’s approach to the afterlife fit 
in with the Manager’s? What does Nancy and Lea’s 
experience illustrate about the process of making peace 
with the death of a loved one? 

11. Discuss the novel’s title. What is the theme of the 
messages that are whispered? What did you learn about 
love and life by eavesdropping there?

12. TJ Klune has been widely praised for creating 
fantastical worlds populated by heartwarming 
characters. How did Under the Whispering Door enrich 
your experience of other books by Klune that you have 
read? How do his imaginary settings reveal truths about 
the real world?  
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1.  How did your feelings about Vixen change 
during the story? What do you think she 
discovered about herself while she was with 
Broken Peak Pack?

2.  What does Bray need from Vixen? What does 
Vixen need from Bray? What do they bring to 
each other?

3.  How do you feel about Mac? Is he a trickster 
or a wise old man? If you had the knowledge 
Mac had, would you have handled Bray any 
di� erently?

4.  How does Vixen change the status quo of 
Broken Peak Pack? Who do you think would 
be more a� ected if Vixen le�t Broken Peak? 
Bray or the Pack?

5.  When Vixen goes to Leighton when he has 
his nightmare, we see the scene mostly 
from Vixen’s perspective. What do you think 
Leighton’s perspective would be like? How 
would it be di� erent if told from Bray’s point 
of view?

6.  Think about Vixen’s relationship with the 
pack. Why do you think she doesn’t ignore 
them during her stay? Why do you think the 
pack is di� erent (or similar) to the special 
ops team she worked with before coming to 
Broken Peak?

7.  How does the pack change during Vixen’s 
stay? What role does the pack play in Vixen’s 
fi nding reasons not to leave?

8.  What does Vixen learn about trust during her 
stay at Broken Peak? Do you think she’s ever 
trusted anyone before?

9.  Where do Mac and Roose fi t into Vixen’s 
education about Shi�ters? Do you think Vixen 
would come to the same conclusions if Mac 
and Roose weren’t there?

10.  Why do you think the novel is titled Broken 
Hero? Do you think Vixen is Broken?

11.  How does Vixen’s view on who and what she 
was (and is) impact her decisions?

12.  Jules is praised by readers for creating 
strong heroines who are equals of the 
heroes. How did Broken Hero’s treatment 
of Vixen e� ect your expectations of 
other books you’ve read by Jules or other 
Paranormal Romance authors?

Jules Crisare loves writing shi�ter romances with 
kick-ass heroines. Her novels include the Broken 

Peak Pack series and the upcoming Black Hills 
Vendetta series. As a woman, she feels it’s important 

that strong heroines, those who don’t cave to the 
demands of some alphahole just because he’s an 

alphahole, are represented in Romance books.
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